										Date______
The Honorable ______
Re: Missouri Dental Board’s Overreach in Proposed Periodontal EFDA Rule
Dear (Senator) or (Representative) ______________:
As a licensed Missouri dental hygienist, I am writing to alert you that a lawsuit has been filed by the Missouri Dental Hygienists’ Association and Lori Crawford, RDH, challenging the Missouri Dental Board’s (MDB) legal authority to allow dental assistants to perform supragingival scaling (cleaning above the gumline) and complete periodontal charting (ways to measure the severity of gum disease) through proposed rule 20 CSR 2110-2.120 Periodontal EFDA.
In 2022, the Missouri legislature passed a law for the Department of Health and Senior Services Office of Dental Health and Missouri Dental Board to collaborate to create temporary dental pilot projects to explore ways to improve access to care for our underserved and rural communities.  One pilot was called the Missouri Oral Preventive Assistant Expanded Functions Dental Assistant (OPA-EFDA) Pilot Project which allowed unlicensed and very minimally trained dental assistants to scale teeth above the gumline and to probe the gums (a smaller component of checking for gum disease).   https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneSection.aspx?section=332.325&bid=51026&hl=  
The legislatively-approved pilot project expired on Aug. 28, 2026.  However, on May 14, 2026, the Missouri Dental Board voted 4-3, by one vote, to continue the project and make the program permanent without a legislative change for continuance, overriding the statute and the will of the legislature which is supposed to determine the laws for all health care professionals.
In addition, the Pilot Project was a failure, as none of the three proposed objectives were met.  The Pilot’s own final evaluation stated “The Pilot Project study data did NOT demonstrate a significant increase in clinic capacity or improved access for more serious periodontal patients...” https://www.moefda.org/docs/localmomoefdamissourilibraries/default-document-library/missouri-oral-preventive-assistant-efda-pilot-project-report-2025.pdf?sfvrsn=934c5d24_1  The findings of this initial report were so poor that a supplemental report was released on March 20, 2026 (100 days after the statutory deadline), which also demonstrated that the pilot failed to meet stated objectives. https://www.ada.org/-/media/project/ada-organization/ada/ada-org/files/resources/research/hpi/mo_efda_pilot_project_2026.pdf?rev=05464b5ad9b645918f1784740e86fc34&hash=1D707678D1BE84E644E6070DB212D4E9
The MDHA also maintains that the Board exceeded its legal authority by using administrative rulemaking to authorize dental assistants to perform functions protected under Missouri’s dental hygiene statute (§ 332.091) after the pilot authority expired. This action bypasses the legislature and has forced MDHA to incur legal expenses to seek judicial review. MDHA also warns that assigning these duties to assistants with substantially less education risks inaccurate assessments, incomplete treatment, delayed recognition of disease, and confusion about providers’ qualifications and the adequacy of care.
I respectfully ask you as a member of the General Assembly to:
· Review the Board’s proposed rule and the statutory limits on its authority, including through the Joint Committee on Administrative Rules.
· Use available legislative oversight mechanisms to prevent implementation of provisions that exceed the Board’s authority.
· Ensure that any proposed permanent change to these statutory scope-of-practice protections is considered by the legislature through an open process informed by reliable evidence and patient-safety safeguards.
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 	
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