July __, 2026
To: Missouri Dental Board Members
Re: Support for Proposed Rule 20 CSR 2110-2.131 – Definition of a Public Health Setting

Dear Missouri Dental Board Members,
I am writing as a Missouri dental hygienist to express my support for the proposed rule 20 CSR 2110-2.131, which expands the definition of a public health setting.
This proposed rule is an important step toward improving access to preventive oral health services for underserved Missourians. Expanding the settings where dental hygienists may provide care will help reach more individuals who face barriers to accessing traditional dental services.
I especially appreciate the inclusion of Special Olympics Missouri as a public health setting. While I recognize this rule will primarily benefit children eligible for MO HealthNet and may have limited immediate impact for many adult Special Olympics athletes, it demonstrates a commitment to increasing access to care in community settings.
I also encourage the Board to continue working toward a long-term solution that allows dental hygienists to provide the full range of preventive services, including oral health screenings and oral hygiene instruction at Special Olympics events when a supervising dentist is unavailable. Currently, dental hygienists may be unable to provide these important services despite being qualified to do so, limiting care for athletes. Although this issue will likely require legislative action, I appreciate the Board's willingness to continue improving access whenever possible.
Thank you for your dedication to improving oral health across Missouri and for considering this important rule. I respectfully ask that you approve the proposed changes.
Sincerely,
[Your Name], RDH
[City, Missouri]

